
















main particulars SUPERSTAR VIKING XPRS

� Built: Fincantieri, Ancona Aker Yards, Helsinki
� Owner: Tallink Viking Line
� Route: Helsinki-Tallinn Helsinki-Tallinn
� Country of registry: Estonia Sweden
� Classification society: Bureau Veritas Lloyd's Register
� Price of the ship: €120 million €130 million
� Length overall: 174.9 m 185.0 m
� Beam: 27.6 m 27.7 m
� Tonnage: 36,400 34,000
� Passenger capacity: 2,080 2,500
� # of passenger cabins: 189 238
� # of crew: 120 100
� Car capacity: 665 240
� Trailer lanes: 1,930 995
� Main engines: 4 x Wärtsilä 4 x Wärtsilä 46F
� Total power: 50,400 kW 40,000 kW
� Service speed: 27.0 knots 25.0 knots

one group of passengers, who gave up and went to one
of the other bars.

Both ships offers many opportunities for onboard
shopping, as. Located on Deck 6, are a huge duty free
shop, a perfumery and a supermarket. The total area
given over to shoppers is around 1,500 square meters.
Most activity (as is the case with all ships operating the
Helsinki-Tallink route) seemed to take place in the duty
free shop, while the perfumery slightly less busy, and
was inhabited completely by females.The supermarket
also seemed to be trading briskly.

On the XPRS, the Shopping World is centrally located
on Deck 7 occupying roughly one third of the area.
Despite the abolition of the duty-free, the alcohol is still
cheaper onboard than onshore in Finland.

Embarkation and Disembarkation

Bar code ticketing is in use at both the Viking Line and
Tallink terminal, whereby you place your ticket face up
on a laser reader in order to open the turnstile. At
Tallink’s Helsinki terminal, there appeared to be some
confusion by many passengers, as to which way round
to show the ticket, which, in turn, caused something of
a tailback.

Embarkation for both Superstar and Viking XPRS starts
30 minutes before departure, and as is usually the case
on these day trips, there was a mad rush to board the
vessels.On the Superstar, there are two embarkation/dis-
embarkation points, although only one of them was in
use on this particular occasion, whereas XPRS offers
three gangways.

Disembarkation in both Helsinki and Tallinn is nowa-
days a straightforward affair, due partly to that fact that
there is no passport control, something that used to
cause considerable delay only a year or so ago. �


